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it was long since I had had the pleasure of seeing them.
" Yes," they said, " we've come to you because you're
beloved. Everyone in Bagdad praises you." This prelude
indicated that there was something in the wind so I put a
few ta<9ful questions and discovered that they had come to
find out if anything would be done to pacify the tribes. The
upshot of it was that we sketched out a scheme for a joint
Sunni and Shiah commission to go to Karbala and Najaf,

and I took it to A.T.....The two are coming to-morrow

to give a final decision, but Fm rather afraid they'll say they
can't take it on....

Well, if the British evacuate Mesopotamia, I shall Stay
peacefully here and see what happens. .. .

Darling Father, I do hope you enjoy my letters as much as
I enjoy writing them ! If they seem to you rather mad, I can -
only offer as excuse that I'm living in a perfe&ly mad world.
Added to which the heat makes one a little light-headed.
One juft accepts what happens, from day to day, without any
amazement.<, ..

To H.B.                                                   BAGDAD, August znd, 1920.

My world hasn't grown any saner since I laSt wrote. . . .

My view of the matter is in a nutshell this : whatever our
future policy j^ to be we cannot now leave the country in the
State of chaos which we have created, no one can master it
if we can't. If we decided to withdraw at once we should have
to send at leaft two divisions from India to extricate the troops
and personnel we have here. Those 2 divisions or less might
juSt as well be employed in bringing the country back to order.
When that is done we can begin 1

I would give the Arabs a very long rope, as I've often said
before, in the assurance that it is only if they want our help
that we can help them, and in the certainty that if they are
assured of the honesty of our intentions they will want our
help....

Capt. Clayton, Major Bullard and I, Major Bowman and
others went to a patriotic play which was got up by ardent
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